210                           BIG-VEDA

terrestrial, the firmament protect us from celestial
wickedness.

24.  Slay, INDKA, the Yotudh&m* whether in the
form of a man, or of a woman doing mischief by her
deceptions: may those who sport in murder perish
decapitated; let them not behold the rising sun.

25.  SOMA, do thou and INDRA severally watch (the.
R&kshasas), be wary, be vigilant; hurl the thunder-
bolt at the malignant RaJcshasas.

MANDALA VIIL

ANUVAKA L

ASHTAKA V. CONTINUED.

ADHYAYA VII. CONTINUED.

StfKTA I.  (I.)

The deity is INDRA, except in the thirtieth and three following
verses, in which the donation of ASANGA Raja is the devatd,
and the last, where it is the Raja.

The Rishis are two, MEDHATITHI and MEDHYATTTHI, of the
race of KANWA, with some exceptions; thus, of the two first
verses the Rishi is GHAURA, the son of GHORA, who became
the son of his own brother KANWA, and was called KANWA
PRA<*XTHA. The Rishi of the thirtieth and three following
stanzas is ASANGA, the son of PLAYOGA, who, haying been
changed to a woman by the imprecation of the gods, recovered
his manhood by repentance and the favour of MBDH^TITHI

* I.e. Rdkskasn.